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Dear Patent and Txademadc Office Cuscomen 

The Technacat Support Staff of Technology Center 2UW has undertaken ccmtinuctus 
<pialit7 unpfovefnent efforts to ensure Aat the accompanying conespondence meets h^ 
^lality Btmdaids, and focuses on good customer service. It is important to us riiat you 
are satisfied with the services we provide. 

If the contents of the attached correspondence has any clerical omissions, 
e.^, missing references or pages. iUegible text, other pniblems or concerns of this nature 
which you wtsh to bring to my attention, please catt or fax me as soon as possible. I will 
take the appropriate action to expedite the necessary corrccrions. 




Hrad .i'Supecvisoty Instrum«!ntB Examiner 

Technology Center 2100 
(703) 305-4376 



Fax No. (7<I3) 308-9051 or (70.3) 3ii8-9(>52 



Attention: Policy on Returning Phone Calls 

A nX)-widcci«tomer 5cr.ice «.;>nd..rd « U ., PIC) cmpU.yt^ Ik.-h- cIUU « nor .uu.lal.l.-. rJuv ...11 
rcium your CM I by the nexr bu,.ne$« d«y. or, it y..u resutst. .,n .ilrcroiite point of ccmracr m .11 U- 

.IT 7r *'";,^''-*»''°'°Of Center Hnd huve „„r received rerun. plu..v: call wirhin ..nc (I) lK«in.n.=c 

Lif! J 'k V"* «t I r" "^'r '^"^"^ J*''""^ '» v.«pJoyec. ^.n, na ..l.il,n ... 

«s«r ycHi, w,th.« tour (4) lxis.ne«s h.,ur, of rhi» c.mt-.H:r. \Vt appreciate your help in ««srinx u* tu hd,> 



AUG' 07 -01 12:34 U*l GROUP DQ^UER 3m 899 6709 TD P 06^ 

Page! 

AppUcation/Conteol Number: 09/298.521 
Art Unit: 2164 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim R^edionS'^S use §102 

haft fulfilled the requirements oi paragr^K. 
2. Claims 1-9 and 1 1.18 B« rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

U.S.p.tent5.537^14. ^ 

Kanter discloses an account ano group 

^««sfe6 allocationofmulU-levelcicditand/otawdsat 
group processing optionpaiameters(e.g-.allocau 

^nlesUes columnl6.1i»e37etseq;column21.hnc44et8cq. 
multiple sponsoring companies) (e-g.. column 

.^n27Unc5e.se.0.definingfustand«cor^-l«^^--««^"^^""^ 
column 27, line 3 CI &^H^, ^^ip^tinn of T>arameter 

oompwy l<»«ions) (e*. colunm 16, Ime 51 
et s=,-. column 21. liM 18 « 
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Kanter also discloses grouping the first set of group processing options as a dependent 
strategy (e.g., award accumulation) (e.6., column 17. line 10 et seq; column 20. line 24 et seq). 
strategy histoiy (e.g., account numbers, commission redemption) (e.g., column 20, line 50 et seq; 
column 22, line 7 et seq), modifying the first relationship (e.g., credit value and point conversion) 
(e.g., column 19, line 1 et seq), authorization option (e.g., credit value) (e.g., column 19, line 29 
et seq), liable party (e.g. party to be billed) (e.g., column 20, line 7 et seq), communication option 
(e.g.. billing, wire transfer) (e.g., column 20, line 1 et seq; column 22. line 60 et seq), and reward 
pooling options (e.g., column 1 9, line 10 et seq), and modifying the dependent strategies/ 
parameters (e.g., column 27. line 1 9 et seq), and account history (e.g., column 20, line 50 et seq; 
column 22. line 7 et seq). 

3. Claims 1 -22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fleming. U.S. 
patent 5,953,710. 

Fleming discloses an account and group relationship defining method, including first and 
second accounts and products (e.g., column 3, line 12 et seq; column 3, line 35 et seq; column 5. 
line 40 et seq; column 7, line 4 et seq), providing selected group processing parameters and values 
to include first and second relationships between the fust and second accounts (e.g., column 3. 
line 1 5 et seq; column 3, line 50 et seq; column 6, line 20 et seq; column 7. line 10 et seq). and 
plural dependent strategies defining customized group relationships (e.g.. Figures 2a, 6; column 5, 
line 50 et seq; column 7, line 25 et seq; column 8. line 42 et seq; column 9, line 48 et seq; column 
10, line 55 et seq; column 14, line 45 et seq), and maturing dependent accoimt into key account 
(e.g., column 16, line 1 et seq). 
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Fleming also discloses dependent group processing strategy (e.g., column 1 1, line 25 et 
seq; column 13. line 3 et seq), maintaining a strategy histoiy (e.g., column 13. line 60 et seq; 
colunnn 14. line 1 et seq). modifying the first relationship while maintaining the second 
relationship (inherently disclosed, e.g., for multiple dependents) (e.g.. column 3. line 50 et seq; 
colmnn 7, line 25 et seq; column 15, line 50 et seq), authorization, liability, communication, and 
reward options (e.g., column 6, line 20 et seq; column 9. line 12 et seq; column 9, line 55 et seq) 
maintaining an account history (e.g.. column 13, line 60 et seq), modifying group ownership by 
changing parameters (e.g.. column 16, line 1 et seq). 

Claim R^eetioits - 35 USC§ 103 

4. Tlie following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(») A patent may not be obtained though th« invention U not identically discloced or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the difietences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the pi ior art are 
• *^ ^wn " " whole would have been obvious at the time the Invention was made to a person 

hav.n« ordinenr sk.ll m the an to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner In which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kanter, in view of 
Dethloff et al, U.S. patent 4.837,422. 

Kanter discloses an account and group relationship defining method, including priraaiy 
owner and cardholder. Kanter does not disclose group ownership modification. Dethloff et al 
disclose an account and group relationship defining method, including modilying group ownership 
to obtain a new primary owner and maintaining account history thereof (e.g, active/assign rights 
to third parties) (e.g, column 4, line 65 et seq; column 5, line 45 et seq; column 6. line 5 et seq) 
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and by moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e,g., company and family cards) 
(e.g., column 6. line 54 et soq; column 7. line 37 ct seq; column 8, line 5 et seq). Account 
ownership and modification provide increase the flexibility of use for a financial account among a 
plurality of users (e.g., column 1 2, line 65 et seq; column 1 6, line 22 ct seq). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skUl in the art at the time of the invention to provide a means to 
modify account ownership, as taught by Dethloff et ai. on the method of Kanter to provide an 
improved means of efficiently multi-company and multi-service caixls among a plurality of 
different users over a period of time. 

6. Claims 1 9-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Dethloff et 
al, U.S. patent 4,837.422. 

Dethloff et al disclose a dependent account maturing method, including selecting a 
dependent account and modifying the account's relationship parameter from dependent to key 
(e.g. active/assign rights to third parties) (e.g, column 4, line 65 et seq; column 5. line 45 ct seq; 
column 6, line 5 et seq) by moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e.g., company 
and family cards) (e.g., column 6. line 54 et seq; column 7, line 37 et seq; column 8. line 5 et seq). 
To the extent that Dethloff ct al could be interpreted not to disclose, inherently or otherwise, 
dependent account modification, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify dependent account relationships according to the method of 
Dethloff et al as an way to manage multi-company and multi-service cards among a plurality of 
different users over a period of time (e.g., column 12, line 65 et seq; column 16. line 22 et seq). 



flUQ 07 -01 12:36 FR LflW GROUP TenJSi 303 889 6709 TO 9^134513361 P.10^ 



Applioation/Control Number: 09/298,521 g 
Art Unit: 2164 



DetWoflf et al also disclose moving a set of dependent accounts to a second group (e.g., 
company cards) (e.g.. column 6. line 54 et seq) and maintaining account histories (e.g.. Figure 10; 
column 14, line 10 et seq). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. 

a. Walker et al, U.S. patent 6,128,399. 

b. Gottesman et al, U.S. patent 6.049,782. 

c. Chastain, U.S; patent 6,021.943. 

d. Kalina, U.S. patent 5,970,480. 

e. Foladare et al, U.S. patent 5,9 14,472. 

f. Rose et al, U.S. patent 5,770,843. 

g. Kashkashian, Jr., U.S. patent 4,700.055. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jim Calve, whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 884. Examine can be 
reached on Monday through Frid^ from 6:45 am to 6:45 pm. If the examiner is unavailable, the 
examiner's supervisor. Vincent Millin, may be reached at 703-308-1065. The fax number of the 
organization is 703-305-905 1/9052. Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the 
rec^tionist at 703-305-3900. 
JPC 

May 23, 2001 

TECW0ia)Gy CENTER 2100 




